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was a profoundly irrational country which only discovers her destiny 
when that destiny is also valid for others. 

What irritated Malraux, he told de Gaulle, was that Kennedy in- 
stinctively wanted to settle European and Asian issues with American 
solutions. De Gaulle observed that Kennedy obviously wanted to maintain 
America’s domination of the Western alliance, then continued: 

“I am not so sure that despite his exceptional gifts he didn’t accept 
the naive comparison — United States of Europe and United States of 
America, when in effect the latter was created ex nihilo by successive 
waves of uprooted colons in a kind of green Siberia. Should the United 
States consciously become the master of the world, you will see how far 
American imperialism will go.” 

I remembered President Eisenhower’s anxious phrase, ‘‘I will not 
appear before God with blood on my hands.” 

“Blood dries fast.” 

I told Kennedy, with an apparent absence of mind: “You are now 
compelled to have a world policy as Rome was forced to have a Mediter- 
ranean policy, but what has been America’s policy since the Marshall 
Plan?” I had the impression that he really wanted to carry on his shoulder 
both the burden of History and America’s enormous responsibility which 
he felt very vividly. No doubt, he would have done it . . . 

“I imagine that it was in telling him he was carrying it all on 
his shoulders that you established the deep relationship which nothing 
could destroy. When reasons of state prevailed, this clever politician w'as 
separated from politicians by a sudden and blunt anger. You remember 
him on TV: ‘My father alw-ays told me that when it came to putting 
national interests ahead of its own. business always behaves like a son of 
. a bitch.’ Maybe the danger was already there, but in any case he had 
decided not to pay attention. 

“You know,” the general continued, “that to be courageous is to 
pay no attention to danger. And anyway, we should die assassinated or 
struck by lightning.” He shrugged. “Did his murder destroy a grand de- 
sign? It is possible, when Caesar was murdered, he held in his hand a 
list of the conspirators, but he hadn’t read it yet. This poor president 
talked to me about Lincoln in a way that struck me. He wanted to be a 
president like Lincoln, and, in death, did become like him. Maybe history 
was bent by an obligingly absent-minded police chief in Dallas.” 

In January 1963, Malraux was back in Washington — with Mona 
Lisa. Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpiece traveled to America in its own 
stateroom aboard the S.S. France, flanked by curators in a cabin on one 
side and guards in a cabin on the other, and was trucked from New York 
to Washington under police escort. At the National Gallery unveiling, 
attended by Kennedy, his vice-president Lyndon Johnson, their wives, the 
entire cabinet and Supreme Court, Malraux opened the ceremony with 
a speech on Leonardo only to have the public address system go dead 
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